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AMT ^pMKNTS Tr > TtTP. CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for feciUtating use of a system that 
includes at least one host and at least one controller, comprising: 

conducting a bus scan at a first host for obtaining, by a first stomgg.controller, 
first information for identifying said first hos t, wherein said bus scan conducted at said 
first W inchid** transmitting * >M first information from said first host to said first 

storage controller, and 

using said first information by said first storage.controUer in facilitating use of the 

system. 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said bus scan is also 
conducted for identifying a plurality of different components operatively attached to a bus 
of said first host. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said conducting step does not 
include activating a programmatic element, on said first host, for obtaining said first 
information, wherein said programmatic element is able to obtain said first information 
without activating a bus scan. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said conducting 
step includes transmitting said first information, including a world wide name for said 
first host, to said first s torage controller via a fibre channel network. 

5. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said conducting 
step includes receiving by said first stoiage.controller said first information, including a 
world wide name for said first host via a communications network. 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said using step 
includes configuring said first storage c ontroller so that said first host has access to said at 
least one logical storage unit. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said using step includes 
providing access to a predetermined data repository, wherein for each of a plurality of 
host components, said data repository includes corresponding identification data, wherein 
for at least most of said host components, said corresponding identification data is 
accessible independently of whether a host requesting access to said first storage 
controller includes said host component. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein said predetermined data 
portion includes an identification of a manufacturer of a component of said first host. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8, wherein said component includes a 
host adapter. 

10. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein said step of using includes 
presenting to an administrator host identifying data indicative of said first information, 
wherein said presenting of said host identifying data is distinguished from a presenting of 
other information for identifying at least a second host so that the administrator can 
identify said presentation of said host identifying data from said presentation of said other 
information for said second host by a display attribute that is substantially independent of 
a content of at least one of said host identifying data and said other information. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein said display attribute 
includes at least one of: a display order of said presentation of said host identifying data, a 
display location of said presentation of said host identifying data, and a display highlight 
or color of said presentation of said host identifying data. 
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12. (Original) The method of Claim 11, wherein said display order includes 
providing said presentation of said host identifying data before said presentation of said 
other information. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said step of using 
includes: 

presenting, to an administrator of said first storage controller, host identifying data 
indicative of said first information; 

receiving input from the administrator of separate information for identifying said 

first host; and 

at least one of: (a) displaying said separate information with at least a portion of 
said host identifying data and (b) displaying said separate ^formation in place of at least 
a portion of said host identifying data. 

14. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein said separate information 
assists the administrator in identifying said first host. 

15. (Original) The method of Claim 13, wherein a presentation of said 
separate information includes at least one of: textual data representing said separate 
information, a hyperlink for said separate information, and a menu for activating one or 
more tasks related to managing said logical storage units. 

16. (Currently Amended) [[A]] The method of Claim 13, further including: 
using, by the administrator, said separate information for at least one of: 

assigning, designing and changing access permissions to one or more logical storage units 
available to said first host 

17. (Currently Amended) [[A]) The. method of Claim 1, wherein data storage 
is part of the system. 
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18. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1, further including a step of 
obtaining a timestarnp of when said first stoj2ES_controller obtains said first information, 
wherein data indicative of said timestarnp is available for presentation to an administrator 
of said first stojsgecontroller. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method for facifitatins use of a system that 
includes at least one host and at least one stasagS-Controller, comprising: 

accessing, by a first storage controller, a network switch communicating with said 
first host for obtaining, by said first storage_c ontroller, first information for identifying 
said- first host; and 

using said first information by said first storsge_controller in facilitating use of the 

system. 

20. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said using step includes 
deternfining whether said first information is: available via said network switch without 
accessing said first host, and includes at least one predetermined data portion for 
identifying said first host. 

21. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said accessing step includes 
querying said network switch for said first information, wherein said first information 
includes at least one of: a network address for said first host and a network 
communications protocol used by said first host. 

22. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said network switch is a 
storage area network switch that includes a fibre channel switch. 

23 . (Original) The method of Claim 22, wherein said querying step includes 
providing a world wide name for said first host to a database interface component of said 
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fibre channel switch,- wherein said world wide name is used for retrieving said first 
information. 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 19, wherein said accessing 
step includes: 

registering said first storage controller with said network switch; and 
subsequent to completion of said registering step, receiving, by said first Storage 

controller, information related to said network switch that is being contacted by one or 

more hosts for requesting access to said first stQragecontroller. 

25. (Original) The method of Claim 19, wherein said using step includes 
determining whether access to at least one of a plurality of logical storage units for said 
first host is to be granted. 

26. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for facilitating use of a system that 
includes at least one storage c ontroller that is accessible by one or more hosts, 
comprising: 

a gtorage controller that: 

(a) includes a network interface for receiving network transmissions from 
each of the one or more hosts; 

(b) determines, for at least a first host of the one or more hosts, first host 
identifying first information from a first of said network transmissions when said first 
network transmission is a result of a bus scan on said first host; and 

(c) sends first host identifying data indicative of said first information to an 
administration subsystem. 

27. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 23, wherein said storage 
controller accesses a network switch, via a transmission on a network, for obtaining 
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second information for identifying the first host, wherein said transmission is provided to 
the network by said network interface. 

28. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 27, wherein one or more of: 

(a) said fust information includes a world wide name for the first host; and 

(b) said second information includes one or more of: an identification of a 
manufacturer of a component of the first host, a networic address for the first host, a 
network communications protocol being used by the first host, and a make or model of a 
component of the first host. 

29. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein said administration 
subsystem includes a host identification processing subsystem for presenting said first 
host identifying data to an administrator for said apparatus, wherein said presentation of 
said first host identifying data is distinguished from a presentation of other information 
for identifying at least a second host so that the administrator can identify said 
presentation of said first host identifying data from said presentation of said other 
information for the second host using a display attribute. 

30. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 29, wherein said storage 
controller is accessed by Ihe first host more recently than being accessed by the second 
host. 

3 1 . (Original) The apparatus of Claim 29, wherein said display attribute is 
substantially independent of content of said first host identifying data. 

32. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 29, wherein said display attribute 
includes at least one of: a display order of said presentation of said first host identifying 
data, a display location of said presentation of said first host identifying data, and a 
display highlighting or color of said presentation of said first host identifying data. 
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33. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 32, wherein said display order includes 
providing said presentation of said first information before said presentation of said other 
information. 

34. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein said administration 
subsystem includes a host identification processing subsystem for, 

(a) presenting, to an administrator of said apparatus, via a display device, said 

first host identifying data; 

(b) receiving input, from the administrator, of third information for identifying 

the first host; and 

(c) at least one of: (a) displaying said third information, via the display device, 
with at least a portion of said first host identifying data, (b) displaying said third 
information, via the display device, in place of at least a portion of said first host 
identifying data, and (c) using, by the aaministrator, said third information for one or 
more of: assigning, designing and changing access permissions to one or more logical 
storage units to the first host. 

35. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 34, wherein a presentation of said third 
information, via the display device, includes at least one of: textual data representing said 
third information, a hyperlink for said third information, and a menu for activating one or 
more tasks related to managing said logical storage units. 

36. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 26, wherein said storage 
controller accesses a data repository including identification data for identifying at least 
one component of the first host, and said identification data is accessible from said data 
repository independently of a request for access to said st orage c ontroller by *e first host. 
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37. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 26, further including a data store for 
storing data that includes at least a first data storage portion having an identifier known to 
at least the first host when the first host has access to said first data storage portion. 

38. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for facilitating use of a system that 
includes at least one controller that is accessible by one or more hosts, comprising: 

a storage c ontroller that: 

(a) includes a network interface for receiving network transmission 
transmissions fr om each of the one or more hosts; 

(b) accesses a network switch, via a transmission on a network, for obtaining 
first information for identifying the first host, wherein said transmission is provided to the 
network by said network interface; and 

(c) communicates with an administration subsystem related to said first 

information. 

39. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 38, wherein said storage 
controller determines, for at least the first host, second'infonnation for identifying the 
first host from a bus scan on the first host. 

40. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 39, wherein said first information 
includes one or more of: an identification of a manufacturer of a component of the first 
host, a network address for the first host, a network communications protocol being used 
by the first host, and a make or model of a component of the first host and said second 
information includes a world wide name for the first host. 

41. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 39, wherein said administration 
subsystem presents first host identifying data indicative of said second information that is 
distinguished from a presentation of other information for identifying at least a second 
host using a display attribute. 
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42. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 41, wherein said display attribute 
includes at least one of: a display order related to said first host identifying data, a display 
location related to said first host identifying data and a display highlighting or color 
related to said first host identifying data. 
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